
As we come to the end of another school year, it feels like the perfect moment to pause and

reflect on what a wonderful school community we are blessed to be part of.

Throughout the year, we have come together to support one another, share laughter, celebrate

successes and watch our children shine in so many different ways. Alongside our amazing staff,

there have been countless members of our wider community who have generously given their time

to enrich the experiences of our children. From listening to readers, supporting in classrooms,

providing maths tuition, cooking activities and doing odd jobs, to sharing careers and life

experiences, the list is endless. We are incredibly grateful to each and every one of you for helping

our children grow, learn and shine.

I am of course most proud of our children. Their kindness, respect and courage brighten our

school every single day. I am also deeply thankful for our families. Your encouragement, trust and

partnership make such a difference and are invaluable in helping our children flourish.

As always, I would like to thank every member of our staff and governing board for all they have

given this year. Each person has played an important role in creating opportunities, supporting our

children and helping them achieve their very best.

"You will shine among them like stars in the sky."

Philippians 2:15

I wish you all a restful, happy and sunny summer. We look forward to welcoming everyone back in

September, refreshed and ready for another year of shining together.



Good Luck Year 6s

Our Year 6 pupils have had a fitting farewell to their time at Kirkby and Great Broughton this week.

They’ve enjoyed a fun water fight, a thoughtful church service, time together in the park, and a final

play with their buddies. They loved their picnic today too (and a special thanks to the PTA for

providing every child in the school with an ice lolly) — memories we know they’ll carry with them.

You will be missed, Year 6, but you are ready to move on. We hope that each of you will take away

something special from your time here and remember you will always be part of our KGB family.

Shine brightly, Year 6 — we are so proud of you.

Happy Retirement Mrs Atkinson

As well as saying good bye to Year 6s and a couple of children who are moving to pastures new,

who we also say goodbye and 'Happy Retirement' to Mrs Atkinson. Mrs Atkinson has been part of



our school family for 22 years...so probably has supported over 1300 children (and a couple of

generations !) We will miss her dearly but hope she enjoys her time with her family and in the

caravan and of course scrap booking. Thank you Mrs Atkinson for everything.

Have you managed to have a read of our SIAMS report? It captures so much of what makes Kirkby

and Great Broughton special. The inspector highlighted that “the Christian vision has a

transformative impact across the school community” and that pupils “treat one another with

genuine respect and care.” It’s wonderful to see our children, staff and families recognised in this

way.

Thank you for your continued support — our community shines because of the partnership we

share. :)
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What an incredible Sports Week we had at Kirkby and Great Broughton! The children threw

themselves into every activity with enthusiasm, teamwork and plenty of smiles. From Zumba

https://secure.smore.com/app/attachments/download/6a57cd72523c793979d73d0a


sessions with Natalie, multisports tournaments and our KS1 festival at Stokesley, it was a brilliant

week of movement and fun.

A HUGE thank you to Miss Edwards, who has once again gone above and beyond to organise a full,

exciting and inclusive programme for every year group. Her commitment to giving our children the

very best sporting experiences is extraordinary, and we are so grateful.

We also want to thank all the coaches and partners who came in to support the week — from

Zumba to football, netball and multisports. Your energy and expertise made the week even more

special.

Free School Meals – September 2026

From September 2026, the Government is extending free school meal eligibility to all children

whose families receive Universal Credit. Families must still apply for free school meals,

even if they receive Universal Credit. Applications can be made through North Yorkshire

Council:

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/education-and-learning/free-school-meals

Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 continue to receive Universal Infant Free School

Meals automatically, but eligible families are encouraged to apply as this may also provide

additional funding for the school through Pupil Premium.

More Flexible Choices

From September, our wonderful new cook Sarah will be offering more flexibility and a choice of

meals. From the start of the new term, you will no longer need to stick to a packed lunch/cooked

meal for the week and can choose the choice of school meal or packed lunch from home each

day. We will let you know more about the meal choices next term.

Reception Class had a wonderful time exploring the farm last week. They were incredibly excited

and thoroughly enjoyed every moment of their visit. A huge thank you to all the helpers who made

the trip possible.

The children especially loved the play area and had lots of fun exploring and learning about life on

the farm. It was a fabulous way to celebrate the end of their first year at primary school.

We are all so proud of you, Reception Class. Well done on a fantastic year!

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/education-and-learning/free-school-meals


Keeping Skills Fresh Over the Summer

We know that the summer holidays are a much‑needed time for

rest, refreshing and recharging. However, it’s also important to help

children keep up with key skills such as reading and maths — and

the good news is that this can be done in fun, relaxed and

meaningful ways.

Why It Matters: Summer Learning Loss

Research shows that when children do nothing academic over the

summer, they can fall behind noticeably by September. Studies indicate that pupils typically lose

2.6 months of reading progress and 2.8 months of maths progress over the summer break if they

do not engage in any learning activities .Even small, enjoyable learning moments help protect

children from this “summer slide”.

Join the North Yorkshire Summer Reading Challenge!

Why not use your library card and get reading this summer? North Yorkshire Libraries are once

again taking part in the national Summer Reading Challenge, this tear the theme is 'Read to the

Beat' where children read books, collect rewards and complete an adventure. It’s completely free,

and a brilliant way to keep reading enjoyable and engaging.

You can sign up at any North Yorkshire library, choose books your child loves, and take part in

activities throughout the summer. we then present the certificates at school in the autumn term.

Learn Through Everyday Life

Reading a recipe together, measuring ingredients, doubling quantities or timing baking can all build

maths and reading skills without feeling like “work”. Cooking is one of the easiest ways to keep

learning going naturally.

Try These Fun Maths Websites

A few minutes a couple of times a week can make a big difference:

Topmarks – games for all ages, including Hit the Button https://www.topmarks.co.uk

White Rose Maths – Parent Resources – free workbooks and activities

https://whiterosemaths.com

Maths Frame – interactive games linked to the curriculum https://mathsframe.co.uk

A little reading, a little maths, and lots of fun — that’s all it takes to keep children confident and

ready for September. Let’s help them shine all summer long.

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/?utm_source=copilot.com
https://whiterosemaths.com/?utm_source=copilot.com
https://mathsframe.co.uk/?utm_source=copilot.com


As we move towards the summer holidays the video below 'Staying safe during school holidays'

provides a quick overview on posting photos safely, balancing screentime and tackling

cyberbullying.

Summer Online Safety - July 2026
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17th July: Break up for the summer.

8th Sept Children in main school return

14th September Nursery return





Emma McCormick
Emma is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters


