
As we step into 2026, the cold weather outside was no match for the wonderful, warm smiles that

greeted us back in school. This term, our worships began with Epiphany—a time when Christians

celebrate the visit of the Magi to Jesus.

The message of Epiphany reminds us that light and love are for everyone, encouraging kindness

and respect throughout our school community. This is something we already see lived out by so

many of you, as you’ll discover in the stories shared in this newsletter.

We love hearing stories that show what it means to shine for our community, and this one really

made us smile.

Will recently won £1,000 in a draw at Great Ayton Football Club. Instead of spending it on himself,

he decided to give the whole lot to the charity that his class helped just before Christmas! When

asked why, his answer was simple:

“I just wanted to give it away to help others because I didn’t need it. Money is just a thing.”

What a brilliant example of kindness and thinking of others. It’s a reminder that even when life

gives us a little extra, we can use it to make a big difference.

Well done, Will – you’ve shown exactly what our vision looks like in action!

You may remember a few newsletters ago we shared Alba’s fantastic fundraising effort. She raised

money and kindly donated it to school. After chatting with her, Alba was happy for us to decide

how best to use it—and we chose something that would make a real difference. We bought some

brilliant books to support our dyslexic learners. Stan, our Dyslexia Ambassador, gave them a big

thumbs up and said they were awesome! Thank you Alba.

We’re looking for volunteers who can give up a little time each week—preferably in the afternoons

—to read with our children.



Don’t worry if you’re not sure where to start! We’ll provide training on our reading scheme, Little

Wandle, and guidance for supporting older children. We’ll also arrange a DBS check for you.

If you’d like to help out, please email the school office at admin@kirkby-in-cleveland.n-yorks.sch.uk

with the times you’re available.

Your support could make a huge difference in helping our children grow as confident readers!

Please pass this to anyone you think may be interested.

We know that some children may have received new consoles or phones for Christmas, so this

month’s newsletter includes some really important guidance for families.

Inside, you’ll find:

✅ Clear advice that children must be 13 or older to have an Instagram account

✅ Tips for keeping children safe when online gaming

✅ Guidance on Snapchat safety

Please take a few minutes to read through—it’s full of practical ideas to help keep our children safe

online.
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Our Nursery and Reception classes are on the lookout for any donations of balance bikes or

suitably sized new helmets.

We’re really grateful to the PTA for agreeing to fund some of these, but before we go ahead and buy

new ones, we wanted to check if anyone has a second-hand bike or helmet they’d be happy to

donate.

If you can help, please drop them off at school or get in touch with the office. Thank you so much

for supporting our youngest learners!

Also on the look out for...

The wonderful Miss Sellars has truly re-energised our children’s lunchtimes. For example, she has

introduced Funky Fridays, which the children absolutely love! This fun initiative mainly involves an

outdoor disco – not only does it bring lots of smiles, but it also keeps everyone active and fit.

https://secure.smore.com/app/attachments/download/696104d90983ce7dbbbdf88a
https://secure.smore.com/app/attachments/download/69145218d58b65521ced6bb9
https://secure.smore.com/app/attachments/download/692822bd6755887b6a0924d9


We are now looking to update the games in our quiet area and provide some props for drama on

our stage (such as hats, wigs, bags, etc. – not full dressing-up costumes or clothes). If you are

able to help by donating any suitable items or supporting us in any way, we would be very grateful.



27th January: Key Stage 2 Cross Country

16th-20th February: Half Term

Monday 23rd March 11am Easter Service in church- all welcome

Weds 25th March Parents' Meetings

Friday 27th March Break up for Easter
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